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PARISH UPDATE 3 
Greetings all!

As we come through Holy Week and now are entering the great three feasts of Holy Thursday-Good Friday-Easter and the new life that the Risen Christ gives us, we know and are experiencing that the world is not at peace.  Our lives are weighed down by uncertainty about how to handle each day. What was so familiar has been taken from us.  Some have become unemployed from what had looked like secure positions, with that assured income gone.  Individuals, families, friends carry new burdens.  We all carry the weight of concern which can become a troubling anxiety.  We are complying with the instruction to stay away from one another.  Some are unwell with the virus, some even unto death.

And still people reach out to one another with thoughtfulness, goodness, humour, prayer.  Where we used to be concerned about too much ‘screen time’, we’re now so thankful for that social media.  We are so thankful for those who are ‘out there’ protecting us, comforting us, guiding us, providing basic essentials for us.

In the weeks of the Easter season we will hear Readings from the Word of God of people’s joy that they themselves have been given ‘new heart’ by the Resurrection of Jesus to new life. There are stories of dedication and commitment to those around them in need – for Jesus’ Resurrection did not relieve all hardship.  Indeed we will hear of severe persecution and suffering.  

And still the new and renewing presence of Christ Risen is cause for those early Christians never to lose heart. For in Jesus Christ, God has participated in our human experience, and has shown in the Resurrection of Jesus that nothing - even death - will be the end. 

With that hope renewed for us this Easter, may we know in our own lives this life of Christ for us. May we be signs of encouragement, belief, hope and reassurance to those around us - even as Christ is that for us. 

In our prayer of praise and thanksgiving this Easter day, let’s find those blessings of hope, thanks, and commitment strong in our spirits, thanking God for Jesus Christ.  

These are difficult times that we are part of – in our own lives, across the world and in the Church: our Easter gathering proclaims that we are not to be defined or overwhelmed by that but by Christ Risen for us.  Easter’s great blessing is the blessing of hope!
There has been very encouraging feedback from our streaming of the weekend Mass.  This continues for the Holy Week-Easter ceremonies, and continuing for each weekend after – see attachment for details of that and other opportunities.  A new  entry is that the Holy Thursday, Good Friday Easter ceremonies from St Patrick’s Cathedral will be available on free-to-air TV on Channel 31 - the Holy Thursday (7.30pm), Good Friday (3pm), Easter Vigil (Saturday 7.30pm) and Easter Sunday (11am) liturgies from St Patrick’s Cathedral will be shown live. Note that Channel 31 is often listed as Chanel 44 on digital televisions.

Pray-at-home guides for these sacred days are included in attachments, too.

Many Parishioners who contribute to Thanksgiving by envelope have contacted the Parish Office asking how to continue that.  Thank you to all Parishioners who are continuing to support our Parish finances.  We have taken steps to defer repayment of loans; the Archdiocese is deferring our quarterly payments. And still the bills come in, as you know. 

Envelope contributors may deliver their envelopes to the letterbox at the driveway at Sacred Heart in Winifred Street; or you could place them aside until until we’re able to gather again.   Or – and this is new – notice a new arrangement that our banker (CDF) is developing whereby you can pay directly into our Parish account:  there will be more information about this next week and when the next round of envelopes goes out soon.
Our Card contributors continue, too, of course – thank you.  Some Parishioners have asked to have their Card contributions suspended for the time being:  of course we will do that, to help with your changed circumstances.

Archbishop Comensoli has written to the people of the Archdiocese following the judgement this week regarding Cardinal Pell – it is included as another attachment with this letter.

The Principals and other staff of our Schools and Colleges haven’t had much of a break over these days.  The arrangements are in place for teaching/learning-at-home online guided by the teachers.  The staffs of our Schools and Colleges are so committed to the learning and the wellbeing of all our young people!
Keep hope strong – be renewed in faith – stay connected !!

Maurie Cooney

Parish Priest
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Please click on the links to be directed to:
· Letter from Most Rev Peter A Comensoli Archbishop of Melbourne 

· Streaming and TV Times

· Good Friday Prayers

· Easter Sunday Prayers

