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PARISH UPDATE 78 
Greetings everyone!
“The current COVID lockdown means that our churches will remain closed for the duration of the lockdown – until Friday 24th September.  The exception is for funerals, with ten ‘mourners’ permitted.  There will be no other activity in our churches over that time.  See attachment for information for accessing Mass on TV and online.” 

Greetings everyone!

I’ve always thought that English is a complicated language, including for those born into it.  Just think of the various ‘ou’ sounds in the words ‘through’, ‘thought’, ‘round’.   How difficult that must be for people for whom English is not their first language!  
Soon after coming to our Parish I was with a group of our young Parishioners at our Sacred Heart School who were preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  They were Iraqi children, their families refugees from their home country.  I told them that I regret speaking just one language whereas they speak two.  One boy responded, “Oh, I speak three: Arabic, Aramaic, French!”, not including the English he had just spoken to me!
Next weekend includes Migrant and Refugee Sunday:  so many in our Parish have this experience that makes them who they are, and that makes our community who we are!  More next week.

That learning of language has me once again admiring teachers!  I can’t imagine myself doing what they do – in all areas!  And that’s in the best of times!  As the school term draws to a close this weekend, let’s be mindful of our teachers, our students, their families – what demands, pressures, discipline they have been experiencing through yet another lockdown, whilst still achieving what they have commited to – the development of our young people.  There is a parable in an attachment with this letter about teaching and ‘keeping on keeping on’, A fish tale: what I learned from the salmon.

Those thoughts about language came to me when I saw the Readings for this weekend’s Mass.  Each of the Readings is about ‘getting on’.  ‘Get on, now’ can mean ‘go away; ‘get on with you’ can mean ‘you’re joking – I don’t believe you’; ‘how are you getting on?’ can be about health, wellbeing, achievement’:  this English language!!  This set of Readings from the Word of God is about ‘getting on’ with one another: 
“Let us set a trap for that virtuous person, who is annoying us and opposing our way of life” (1st)
“Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find disharmony, and wicked things of every kind being done; whereas the wisdom that comes down from above is pure and peace-loving. People with this wisdom show understanding and listen to advice – they are full of compassion and good works” (2nd)
In the Gospel, Jesus asks the disciples what they have been arguing about:  they are embarrassed and “they said nothing because they had been arguing about which of them was the greatest”. 
We have to ‘get on’ in life, and the Jesus way for that is to ‘get on with one another’.  “Love one another as I have loved you.” “If you just love those who love you, you’re not doing much, are you?”

I enjoyed browsing through the attachment with sayings from G B Shaw which are around this theme of ‘getting on in life’.  (I’ve always thought that it was Shaw who said that “Common sense is extraordinarily uncommon!”, but Google tells me otherwise today:  I still like it!)
I am including again our new ‘call to ministry’ in our Parish – see attachment.  This is in preparation for the time when we will be permitted to gather again and recommence our many areas of ministry.  I hope that everyone involved in Ministry before these COVID lockdowns will re-emerge through this process, indicating that you will continue when that is allowed.  I hope that others will take this opportunity to join Ministry, too.  Details for indicating your interest are included in the attachment.  
And, yes, it is the case that the policy of the Archdiocese is that everyone participating in Ministry in Parishes is to have a Working With Children Permit.  This applies to every person in every Ministry – there are no exceptions.  Details for applying for this are in the attachment.

Last week there was a further Archdiocesan meeting for our Western region representatives about the Archbishop’s plan to establish ‘groupings of Parishes’ (to be known as ‘Missions’).  The ‘voice of the people’ urged that this is not the right time to be embarking on a large-scale Archdiocesan project: let’s wait until Parish life is re-stabilised after the disruptions of lockdowns.  Further, the Parishes in our area urged that it be recognised that we are already very large units as it is;  perhaps our response will be to explore ways of cooperating more closely in some ministry areas. 
As the ‘salmon parable’ says, ‘Keep on keeping on’:  blessings and prayers for that!  And in a special way as school holidays open before us!
Maurie Cooney    

(Parish Priest)

With this letter come attachments –
· A fish tale: what I learned from the salmon

· GBShaw ‘quotes for a better life’
· Ministry recruitment process
· Accessing Mass on TV and online


IS IT GETTING TOO MUCH?  CATHOLIC CARE MAY HELP TO SUPPORT YOU


Many families and individuals are dealing with the effects the COVID-19 pandemic has had on our community. 


Some have lost jobs and are in financial crisis. Others are experiencing increased anxiety and depression due to social isolation. Meanwhile, couples and families may continue to face relationship issues from prolonged lockdown. CatholicCare Victoria is here to help. 


Visit � HYPERLINK "https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/page/159/covid-19-updates" �https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/page/159/covid-19-updates�​ or contact the head office directly on (03) 5337 8999 where you can be referred to the relevant branch or team. 











