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PREFACE 

1. The joys and the hopes, the griefs and the anxieties of the men of this age, especially those 

who are poor or in any way afflicted, these are the joys and hopes, the griefs and anxieties of 

the followers of Christ. Indeed, nothing genuinely human fails to raise an echo in their hearts. 

For theirs is a community composed of men. United in Christ, they are led by the Holy Spirit 

in their journey to the Kingdom of their Father and they have welcomed the news of salvation 

which is meant for every man. That is why this community realizes that it is truly linked with 

mankind and its history by the deepest of bonds.  

 

 

CHAPTER V  

THE FOSTERING OF PEACE AND THE PROMOTION OF A COMMUNITY OF 

NATIONS 

78. Peace is not merely the absence of war; nor can it be reduced solely to the maintenance of 

a balance of power between enemies; nor is it brought about by dictatorship. Instead, it is 

rightly and appropriately called an enterprise of justice. Peace results from that order 

structured into human society by its divine Founder, and actualized by men as they thirst after 

ever greater justice. The common good of humanity finds its ultimate meaning in the eternal 

law. But since the concrete demands of this common good are constantly changing as time 

goes on, peace is never attained once and for all, but must be built up ceaselessly. Moreover, 

since the human will is unsteady and wounded by sin, the achievement of peace requires a 

constant mastering of passions and the vigilance of lawful authority. 

But this is not enough. This peace on earth cannot be obtained unless personal well-being is 

safeguarded and men freely and trustingly share with one another the riches of their inner 

spirits and their talents. A firm determination to respect other men and peoples and their 

dignity, as well as the studied practice of brotherhood are absolutely necessary for the 

establishment of peace. Hence peace is likewise the fruit of love, which goes beyond what 

justice can provide. 

That earthly peace which arises from love of neighbor symbolizes and results from the peace 

of Christ which radiates from God the Father. For by the cross the incarnate Son, the prince 



of peace reconciled all men with God. By thus restoring all men to the unity of one people 

and one body, He slew hatred in His own flesh; and, after being lifted on high by His 

resurrection, He poured forth the spirit of love into the hearts of men. 

For this reason, all Christians are urgently summoned to do in love what the truth requires, 

and to join with all true peacemakers in pleading for peace and bringing it about. 

Motivated by this same spirit, we cannot fail to praise those who renounce the use of violence 

in the vindication of their rights and who resort to methods of defense which are otherwise 

available to weaker parties too, provided this can be done without injury to the rights and 

duties of others or of the community itself. 

Insofar as men are sinful, the threat of war hangs over them, and hang over them it will until 

the return of Christ. But insofar as men vanquish sin by a union of love, they will vanquish 

violence as well and make these words come true: "They shall turn their swords into plough-

shares, and their spears into sickles. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more" (Isaiah 2:4). 

 

82. In the meantime, efforts which have already been made and are still underway to 

eliminate the danger of war are not to be underrated. On the contrary, support should be given 

to the good will of the very many leaders who work hard to do away with war, which they 

abominate. These men, although burdened by the extremely weighty preoccupations of their 

high office, are nonetheless moved by the very grave peacemaking task to which they are 

bound, even if they cannot ignore the complexity of matters as they stand. We should 

fervently ask God to give these men the strength to go forward perseveringly and to follow 

through courageously on this work of building peace with vigor. It is a work of supreme love 

for mankind. Today it certainly demands that they extend their thoughts and their spirit 

beyond the confines of their own nation, that they put aside national selfishness and ambition 

to dominate other nations, and that they nourish a profound reverence for the whole of 

humanity, which is already making its way so laboriously toward greater unity. 

The problems of peace and of disarmament have already been the subject of extensive, 

strenuous and constant examination. Together with international meetings dealing with these 

problems, such studies should be regarded as the first steps toward solving these serious 

questions, and should be promoted with even greater urgency by way of yielding concrete 

results in the future. 

Nevertheless, men should take heed not to entrust themselves only to the efforts of some, 

while not caring about their own attitudes. For government officials who must at one and the 

same time guarantee the good of their own people and promote the universal good are very 

greatly dependent on public opinion and feeling. It does them no good to work for peace as 

long as feelings of hostility, contempt and distrust, as well as racial hatred and unbending 

ideologies, continue to divide men and place them in opposing camps. Consequently there is 

above all a pressing need for a renewed education of attitudes and for new inspiration in 

public opinion. Those who are dedicated to the work of education, particularly of the young, 

or who mold public opinion, should consider it their most weighty task to instruct all in fresh 

sentiments of peace. Indeed, we all need a change of heart as we regard the entire world and 

those tasks which we can perform in unison for the betterment of our race. 



But we should not let false hope deceive us. For unless enmities and hatred are put away and 

firm, honest agreements concerning world peace are reached in the future, humanity, which 

already is in the middle of a grave crisis, even though it is endowed with remarkable 

knowledge, will perhaps be brought to that dismal hour in which it will experience no peace 

other than the dreadful peace of death. But, while we say this, the Church of Christ, present in 

the midst of the anxiety of this age, does not cease to hope most firmly. She intends to 

propose to our age over and over again, in season and out of season, this apostolic message: 

"Behold, now is the acceptable time for a change of heart; behold! now is the day of 

salvation."(4)  

SECTION II  

Setting Up An International Community  

83. In order to build up peace above all the causes of discord among men, especially 

injustice, which foment wars must be rooted out. Not a few of these causes come from 

excessive economic inequalities and from putting off the steps needed to remedy them. Other 

causes of discord, however, have their source in the desire to dominate and in a contempt for 

persons. And, if we look for deeper causes, we find them in human envy, distrust, pride, and 

other egotistical passions. Man cannot bear so many ruptures in the harmony of things. 

Consequently, the world is constantly beset by strife and violence between men, even when 

no war is being waged. Besides, since these same evils are present in the relations between 

various nations as well, in order to overcome or forestall them and to keep violence once 

unleashed within limits it is absolutely necessary for countries to cooperate more 

advantageously and more closely together and to organize together international bodies and 

to work tirelessly for the creation of organizations which will foster peace. 

88. Christians should cooperate willingly and wholeheartedly in establishing an international 

order that includes a genuine respect for all freedoms and amicable brotherhood between all. 

This is all the more pressing since the greater part of the world is still suffering from so much 

poverty that it is as if Christ Himself were crying out in these poor to beg the charity of the 

disciples. Do not let men, then, be scandalized because some countries with a majority of 

citizens who are counted as Christians have an abundance of wealth, whereas others are 

deprived of the necessities of life and are tormented with hunger, disease, and every kind of 

misery. The spirit of poverty and charity are the glory and witness of the Church of Christ. 

Those Christians are to be praised and supported, therefore, who volunteer their services to 

help other men and nations. Indeed, it is the duty of the whole People of God, following the 

word and example of the bishops, to alleviate as far as they are able the sufferings of the 

modern age. They should do this too, as was the ancient custom in the Church, out of the 

substance of their goods, and not only out of what is superfluous. 

The procedure of collecting and distributing aids, without being inflexible and completely 

uniform, should nevertheless be carried on in an orderly fashion in dioceses, nations, and 

throughout the entire world. Wherever it seems convenient, this activity of Catholics should 

be carried on in unison with other Christian brothers. For the spirit of charity does not forbid, 

but on the contrary commands that charitable activity be carried out in a careful and orderly 

manner. Therefore, it is essential for those who intend to dedicate themselves to the services 

of the developing nations to be properly trained in appropriate institutes. 



89. Since, in virtue of her mission received from God, the Church preaches the Gospel to all 

men and dispenses the treasures of grace, she contributes to the ensuring of peace everywhere 

on earth and to the placing of the fraternal exchange between men on solid ground by 

imparting knowledge of the divine and natural law. Therefore, to encourage and stimulate 

cooperation among men, the Church must be clearly present in the midst of the community of 

nations both through her official channels and through the full and sincere collaboration of all 

Christians—a collaboration motivated solely by the desire to be of service to all. 

This will come about more effectively if the faithful themselves, conscious of their 

responsibility as men and as Christians will exert their influence in their own milieu to arouse 

a ready willingness to cooperate with the international community. Special care must be 

given, in both religious and civil education, to the formation of youth in this regard. 

90. An outstanding form of international activity on the part of Christians is found in the joint 

efforts which, both as individuals and in groups, they contribute to institutes already 

established or to be established for the encouragement of cooperation among nations. There 

are also various Catholic associations on an international level which can contribute in many 

ways to the building up of a peaceful and fraternal community of nations. These should be 

strengthened by augmenting in them the number of well qualified collaborators, by increasing 

needed resources, and by advantageously fortifying the coordination of their energies. For 

today both effective action and the need for dialogue demand joint projects. Moreover, such 

associations contribute much to the development of a universal outlook—something certainly 

appropriate for Catholics. They also help to form an awareness of genuine universal solidarity 

and responsibility. 

Finally, it is very much to be desired that Catholics, in order to fulfill their role properly in 

the international community, will seek to cooperate actively and in a positive manner both 

with their separated brothers who together with them profess the Gospel of charity and with 

all men thirsting for true peace. 

The council, considering the immensity of the hardships which still afflict the greater part of 

mankind today, regards it as most opportune that an organism of the universal Church be set 

up in order that both the justice and love of Christ toward the poor might be developed 

everywhere. The role of such an organism would be to stimulate the Catholic community to 

promote progress in needy regions and international social justice. 

 

 

 

 


